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brought them, I had clothes made up for them, and
kept them near me. But these incorrigible villains
again laid a plan to murder me. One day at mid-
night, l finding all off their guard, they came like
thieves to the head of my bed. I had maintained a
guard at my door from apprehensions for my life, and
this faithful dog was asleep at the side of my bed;
but the moment they drew their swords from the
scabbard, the dog first barked, then flew at them; the
noise he made awaked all; I, also alarmed, started
up. The guards seized them, and I knew them to be
themselves all over. Every one began to execrate
them, [and said] 'notwithstanding all thi^ kindness^
how infamously they have behaved!' ~j

" 0 king, peace be upon you, I also became at last
alarmed [for my life]. There is a common saying,
c That the first and second fault may be pardoned, but
the third punished/ 2 I determined then, in my own
heart, to confine them; but if I had put them in the
prison, who would have taken care of them? They
might have perished from want of food and drink, or
they might have contrived more mischief. For this
reason, I have confined them in a cage, that they may
be always under my own eye, then my mind will be at
rest; lest being absent from my sight, they may hatch
further wickedness. The honour and esteem which I
evince towards this* dog, are on account of his loyalty
and fidelity. 0, great God, a man without gratitude
is worse than a faithful brute! These were the past
events of my life, which I have related to your majesty,

1  As the Mmalm&n$ reckon their day from sun-set, this is no bull.

2  Literally, " the third fault is that of the mother."